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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to amendment filed 2/6/06. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 17 and 20 in the 
reply filed on 2/6/06 is acknowledged. Accordingly claims 5, 7, 10-12, 14-16, 18, 19 and 
21-33 have been withdrawn from further consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claimsl-4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships 
of elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural 
connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: 

Structural relationship amongst the individual constituent elements, for example, 
no structural relationship between the volatile data storage and the interface system 
and/or the trading system is not recited. In the present form, for instance, the trading 
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system is recited as a "stand-alone" element of the finance system having no connection 
to the interface system. 

Appropriate correction(s) is required. 

Note that independent claims 13, 17 and 20 also contain similar deficiencies as 
claim 1 discussed as an exemplary claim. 

Claim 3 recites limitation "a monitoring system to ensure proper function of the 
quote server" is vague and unclear. The claim fails to ascertain what the "proper 
function" of the quote server entails and how the "monitoring system" in connection with 
the finance system accomplishes the monitoring function. In view of this defect the 
examiner has interpreted the claim as further comprising a quote monitoring system 
wherein the finance system accesses the quote server. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 17 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Cristofich et al. (US Pat. 5,671,363) (hereafter referred to as 
Cristofich). 

Per Claim 1 Cristofich discloses a system for inquiry and processing of trades 
made pursuant to at least one of a stock option and a stock purchase plan (see Figure 1), 
the system comprising: 
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a finance system for automatic processing of a transaction pursuant to at least one 
of the stock option plan and the stock purchase plan, the finance system including (the 
finance system is shown in Figure 1): 

a volatile data storage for storing participant information pursuant to a data 
transfer from a nonvolatile database of a third party administration system; 

(client participant database 20, which stores data transfer from third party 
administration system such as transfer agents 50) 

an interface system for interacting with a participant regarding a requested 
transaction; 

(col. 3 L 42- 49, system management) 

a trading system for conducting individual participant transactions on a public 
exchange; and a communication system that connects a participant to the finance system. 

(at least refer to col. 3 L 39- 63, details on transactions processing for the 
participants). 

Claim 2: Cristofich inherently teaches that the finance system accesses a quote 
server that provides real-time stock market quotes to the finance system. 

(refer to col. 7 L 53-57, ..the system must continuously receive market data for 
direct comparison to the target price). 

Claim 3: The system as recited by claim 2, further comprising a monitoring system 
to ensure proper function of the quote server. 

(refer to 35 USC112(second) analysis, in consideration of the deficiencies of the 
claim, Cristofich discloses the quote server, inherently at col. 7 L 15-22 wherein the 
quote server provides as "current stock price on an exchange" and "real-time 
input" ..for incoming stock quote). 

Claim 4: The system as recited by claim 1, wherein stock option and purchase 
transactions are conducted on one of a cash, cashless and stock swap basis. 

(refer to transaction request from a participant, col. 7 L 10-22, noting that 
the transaction request pertain to a stock option plan). 

6. The system as recited by claim 1, wherein the finance system further includes a 
confirmation system for confirming the execution of stock option and stock purchase 
contracts. 
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(this feature is inherent to any stock option or stock purchase transaction, an 
therefore inherently disclosed by Cristofich) 

8. The system as recited by claim 1, wherein the communication system is selected 
from the group consisting of Internet, an interactive voice response system and an 
Intranet. 

(see col. 3L 15-21, "communication ports for disperse processing"). 

9. The system as recited by claim 1, wherein distribution proceeds from a transaction 
are selected from the group consisting of transfer to participant account, wire, check, 
and payment though an employee payroll system. 

(refer to various features of stock option transactions as described in Fig. 4 and 
col. 8 L 5+). 

13. A system for inquiry and processing of trades made pursuant to at least one of a 
stock option and a stock purchase plan, the system comprising: a finance system for 
automatic processing of a transaction pursuant to at least one of the stock option plan and 
the stock purchase plan, the finance system having access to real-time stock market 
quotes and including: a volatile data storage for storing participant information pursuant 
to a data transfer from a nonvolatile database of a third party administration system; an 
interface system for interacting with a participant regarding a requested transaction; a 
trading system for conducting individual participant transactions on a public exchange; 
and a communication system that connects a participant to the finance system. 

(all limitations are explicitly analyzed per claims 1-4 analysis) 

17. A system for inquiry and processing of trades made pursuant to at least one of a stock 
option and a stock purchase plan, the system comprising: a finance system for automatic 
processing of a transaction pursuant to at least one of the stock option plan and the stock 
purchase plan, the finance system including: a volatile data storage for storing participant 
information pursuant to a data transfer from a nonvolatile database of a third party 
administration system; an interface system for interacting with a participant regarding a 
requested transaction; a trading system for conducting individual participant transactions 
on a public exchange; and a communication system that connects a participant to the 
finance system, the communication system comprising one of an Internet, an interactive 
voice response system or an Intranet. 

(all limitations are explicitly analyzed per claims 1-4 and 8 analysis) 

20. A method for automatically processing transactions made pursuant to at least one of a 
stock option plan and a stock purchase plan, the method comprising the steps of: storing 
participant information in a nonvolatile database of an administration system; 
transmitting the participant information to a volatile data storage of a finance system; 
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implementing transactions with the finance system; and transmitting updateable 
transaction information to the nonvolatile database of the administration system. 

(refer to corresponding system claim 1 analysis). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

6748. The examiner can normally be reached on 800AM-600PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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